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We Still Do Not Know

What a City Can Do:
Modulation of Affect in
Urbanism and Spatial Politics
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Figure 1. What can urban planning do? The golden gate in Gellerup: opening
up the modernist housing block towards the city of Aarhus (3D rendering
by Transform Architects).
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Figure 2. What can architecture do? Gellerup Housing project from
1973. Modernist social housing has in the last decades become an
affective architecture sticking to designated “ghetto” areas, a ghetto
discourse that again circulates in Danish media with sticky and stigma-
tizing images. Can architecture and design change such sticky affects
by demolishing buildings, rebuilding an other face?

This constructed face of openness and mutual accessibility and trans-
e0i B6~ 60B O7mK 8 }BUO imvkKK(O "B v i?m K 0 7"8 iOv 77 ¢
mK? m"v h}O07"v* m OBu 0ié "v 6viim A i Omv Ki" "BO7
K ?2KO iB"mv mK6"07 KIm"B Om m *i0O7 Ke B 70mm 060
i m"0 Bvyvm "B 08"vv 8}"70"B m "B ?}7v"e? Ki?m OK' i"B

v '"BUK'm'"v v —v}im 67Kvm e7OBvm 0 ‘"6 m OBuU 70i
Nordic modernist architecture was, in line with social democratic politics,
6KBo6 iB u'"v 7 vv'"B "B v 7" v vK B iOv O7v"i K}m"B

Ov v K}lvm4'ivm K v K v B 6iK’0 0 6"v- 6 Bv im A Bv F
was created, the idea was to build a future of openness and democratic
vioBmeOi B6~ OBu ' B v ©imv 'O K "??2" iOBv 'Ki4 im ¢
Oi}m"Bv & "BB"B K v D@OIim v 06"v™'Om eiK}u vK ' 76|
6"v"i Bm vK v "m B '7" 8}"7v Oi O 'KuO~ v Ke B 0600 m K

d BO6K' i 08" 6}ivdo"Bm OBuv 8}"7u"BmOi i7" i mlee?
"BU""'G}O? OBv BBOm 6i"B "B "B m" BO7m iK? OiK}Bl] Vv " k
'Kiom v meOv'07 —ei mm"*"v> BK'OUO™ mv 77m v  mvKi~ K

ethnic community that does not assimilate or conform to the aesthetics of
(Ke BB mm* OBU viOBmeOi B6"v Ov"m K v B 6 7 8iOv u "B 'O

WE STILL DO NOT KNOW WHAT A CITY CAN DO 255



"7 O0i mKoO" v m NK' ‘i i B iOv'KBm K 060U m K
vOv'KB K B’ 060um "B Ki"BmvOB6 v 6i Ov"' r
i 6}ii Bv. Ov}i "B F 77 ilermi B iOV'KB e7OB m D"

Figure 3. What can aesthetics do? The facades of transparency and
openness in the new architecture of Gellerup, Aarhus Kollegiet. Ground-
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Figure 4. What can participatory design and
sharing food do? Taste of Gellerup is a food
project in which local residents share reci-
pes and food culture and potentially become
creative entrepreneurs (photo by Taste of
Gellerup, Alexander Muchenberger).
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Figure 5. What can participatory design and sharing food do? Taste of
Gellerup is a food project in which local residents share recipes and
food culture and potentially become creative entrepreneurs (photo by
Taste of Gellerup, Alexander Muchenberger).
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Figure 6. What can citizen narratives do? Demolition Tour curated by
community art gallery, Andromeda8220 and guided by Aysha Amin
(photo by Andromeda8220).
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AFFECTIVE COMMONING IN THE BURKA BAN PROTEST
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Figure 7. What can a neighborhood do? Citizens in
Nearrebro neighborhood put on multiple masks and veils
in protest against the Burka Ban, and formed a chain
around the local police station (Photo Michael Haldrup).
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Figure 8. What can a pandemic city do? During the pan-
demic, cities, streets and squares were radically
closed down to prevent the virus to spread. It radically
changed norms in the city and the distribution of affec-
tive social and cultural encounters. Superkilen Park in
Copenhagen (photo Kristine Samson).
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THE NEW NORMAL OF FACE MASKS AND
SOCIAL DISTANCING
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Figure 9. What can companion species do? During the corona virus due
to the affective threat in human encounters, people found comfort in
nature and interspecies encounters. The nature reservoir, Syhavnstip-
pen south of Copenhagen became a place for encountering lamas as
companion species (photo Lasse Mouritzen).
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from such limitations, they can rarely be anticipated. Hence, we still do
not know what a city can do.
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